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Dear Vice-Rector Scherrer, dear Dean Marko,

Your Excellency Ambassador Gögüs,

Dear representatives of Styrian government,
Distinguished professors and lecturers

Dear students,

On behalf of our Ambassador H.E. Mr. Kairat Sarybay I’d like to welcome the participants of this meeting. Please allow me to use this opportunity to make a few remarks on the topic of the Eurasian Economic Union. 

As most of you know, on May 29, 2014, Russia, Belarus, and Kazakhstan signed the Eurasian Economic Union Treaty, formally creating the Eurasian Economic Union. The treaty creates “a common space where goods, services, capital and work force can move freely” and in which the three states will follow a coordinated policy in such key branches of the economy as energy, industry, agriculture and transport. The treaty will enter into force on January 1, 2015. 

Three Presidents signed this Treaty about creation of this Union, which is growing as a reliable bridge between Europe and Asia. As you probably know the initiative to create the Eurasian Economic Union was first announced by the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan at Moscow State University twenty years ago and it is symbolic that the signing of the historic act of creation of the Eurasian Economic Union was held in Astana, which is located in the heart of Eurasia. This is the youngest capital of the modern world. Here took place the last congress of World and traditional religions, OSCE Summit, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization forum, the Forum of Organization of Islamic Cooperation and other international organizations meetings. And in 2017 we are getting ready to take the international exhibition EXPO-2017.

This Union has only an economic character and does not address issues of independence and political sovereignty of the member States.

The Eurasian Economic Union is one of the largest consumer market in the world. The countries participating in the Union account for about a quarter of the world's proven mineral resources worth up to $ 40 trillion. The Union is the world's largest exporter of energy and wheat. The Union is self-sufficient in food, has all the necessary services within the common market and with other countries, and it is self-sufficient also in the key resources that guarantee the independence of states. 

The Eurasian Economic Union opens up new opportunities, especially for the millions of our citizens, for example by creating  favorable conditions for the development of small and medium-sized enterprises in the participating countries, by creating a combined labor markets, which is an important factor in increasing the professional level and growth of labor productivity, and last but not least by offeringequal access to educational services and social infrastructure of each state of the Union formed for the citizens of those countries. The elimination of internal barriers will have a positive impact on strengthening our cultural ties and the mutual growth of tourism. All of these benefits are absolutely clear to our citizens.

The borders between the states of the Eurasian Economic Union become open for the smooth crossing of our citizens, goods and currency. Since 2009, the trade turnover of Kazakhstan with the partners of the Eurasian Economic Space and Customs Union increased by 88 percent to 24.2 billion dollars. Our exports to Russia and Belarus increased by 63 percent, including the export of processed goods increased by 2 times. We are opening joint ventures with Russian and Belarusian companies. Our countries have agreements on mutual recognition of diplomas, secondary and vocational education. 

Every year, tens of thousands of citizens of Kazakhstan, Russia and Belarus, as well as some other CIS countries have equal rights to education in universities of our states, to employment and to receive urgent medical care. Moreover, we are expanding the conditions for running small and medium-sized businesses for citizens of one state on the territory of other participating countries. Eurasian integration has many advantages for the fruitful development of cultural ties and people-to-people contacts.

The total amount of the economies of only 3 of the participating countries is 2.2 trillion dollars. The total volume of industrial production of the three countries amounted to nearly 1.5 trillion dollars. By 2030 integration will positively affect the combined GDP and increase it to 900 billion dollars.  It is estimated that up to 2030, this integration will give the three countries a GDP growth of 25%, more than $ 600 billion. Kazakhstan also support the idea of the Russian Federation on creating a free trade zone between the Eurasian Economic Union and the EU.

As the country furthest from any seaport, Kazakhstan understands the necessity of developing effective transit systems and transport infrastructure. And we have big ambitions in Kazakhstan. Our long-term development plan, Strategy 2050, looks forward to make Kazakhstan one of the thirty most developed economies by 2050. Many challenges that we have identified and we are now in the process of addressing them, mainly by eliminating trade and transit barriers, and by developing logistics infrastructure. These are our top priorities.

As some of you may be aware, in three years’ time, Kazakhstan will have the honour of hosting the Global Specialized Exhibition “Expo-2017” in Astana under the theme “The Energy of Future ”.

The Astana Expo will explore strategies, programmes and technologies aimed at developing sustainable energy, promoting energy security and efficiency and encouraging the use of renewable energy. We hope that many countries will be able to participate in this Expo, to share their experience and to learn from others facing similar challenges. And I hope Austria will be represented at this important event as well.

And in conclusion I'd like to use this opportunity to express our grateful to the Rectorate and the Dean of the Law Faculty of the Graz University for their  supporting "Russian, East-European and Eurasian Studies"  Center, which does so much for deepening our mutual ties, which is very important for the scholarly contacts between our two countries.

I thank you for your attention.
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