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	Call/Programme
	URBACT III

	Objectives of the call
	Creation of Action Planning Networks

	Title of the Project/Acronym
	Towards Zero – Energy Cities (TZECi)

	Deadline
	Expression of interest: 28/05/2015
Submission deadline: 16/6/2015

	Budget Min/Max
	€600.000 - €750.000

	EU co-financing
	70% – 80%

	Duration
	30 months

	Description
	Current European environmental policies promote energy efficiency and sustainable development, in order to reduce environmental costs and to achieve smart, sustainable and inclusive growth. In this context, much progress is made to produce energy from renewable resources (as an alternative to fossil fuels), to improve the overall energy performance of buildings and to reduce energy consumption. Despite all efforts, the results are not always as effective as planned; the use of renewable energy strategies does not respond to the local parameters, resident’ s hesitation to allow for retrofitting works and the lack of architectural integration of the proposed solutions or the improper use, are some of the problems.

Though cities have a central role to play, it seems that a holistic plan to improve energy efficiency at city level is absent. The focal point of this project is to create a network of cities that will work together to develop action plans in the “consuming less energy, producing more” concept, towards a “zero - energy” city. These plans will be based on the cooperation of vital governmental bodies of each city, stakeholders and citizens, therefore they should take advantage of the variety of available tools. Moreover, the possibility to apply the CLLD (Community-led Local Development) and the ITIs (Integrated Territorial Investments) tools, introduced by the Common Provisions Regulation will be examined, as well as other assets, like ICTs (Information and Communication Technologies) and methods to ensure smart and efficient solutions. 


	Challenges
	The proposed project will face the following challenges:
At city level
· Minimize the overall energy footprint of cities
· Produce renewable energy at the points of use, hence minimizing the cost of transporting energy, without occupying large areas of land
At building level 

· Reduce global environmental impact through a better assessment of embodied energy
· Improve energy efficiency and architectural integrity
· Minimize energy consumption in every stage, taking into account the life-cycle analysis of the construction process
· Produce energy locally, at the points of use
Governance
· Set strategies to avoid obstacles and delays
· Apply effective management for the implementation of the Action Plan
· Support active participatory procedures 

· Influence the individual behaviors to improve their relationship towards energy and promote a better way of life, compromising quality aspects

	Main activities/Actions
	At city level
· Identify and exploit existing local renewable energy resources, by taking into account the environmental qualities, local specialties and citizens’ needs

· Improve their design quality to the benefit of the local residents

· Reduce public energy consumption (e.g. lighting)

At building level

A. Reduce energy consumption

· Promote the use of energy-friendly appliances

· Encourage the application of ICTs for the better management of energy consumption 

B. Improve energy efficiency of the building envelope

· Ensure quality in design: architectural integration of proposed measures 

· Promote the use of proper insulation materials – eco materials, adapted to local climate and characteristics

C. Promote energy production from renewable resources

· Identify local abilities for renewable resources

· Integrate renewable systems on the building’ s envelope

· Use buildings as energy generators 

Governance

· Develop tools for the visualization of impacts and for monitoring the implementation of the plan

· Use energy auditing systems

· Explore policy measures to increase the demand
· Analyze and select the suitable financial models/tools

· Improve strategies to involve stakeholders at different levels

· Promote active and creative contribution of the citizens, at local level

· Apply campaigns to inform


	Contact person details
	Municipality of Veria
Mr Stefanos GAZEAS (EN)
55 Mitropoleos St., Veria, 
GR-59100, Greece
(30) – 23313 – 50626 
e-mail: sgazeas@yahoo.gr
Or

Ms Patra THEOLOGIDOU(EN)
(30) – 6972770834 

e-mail: patrathe5@gmail.com
                                     
	Brussels Office

Mr Athanasios GOUMAS(FR)
38 Rue d' Arlon

B-1000 Bruxelles

Tel. 32(0)2/234.36.00

Fax. 32(0)2/230.92.66

e-mail: regioeuropa@skynet.be

http://www.regioeuropa.net



